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Ancient Mounds in Ohio, Mr. Warren K. Moorhead; Geographic 
Nomenclature of the District and Vicinity, a Symposium, Mr. James 
Mooney, Prof. Lester F. Ward, Mr. W. H. Holmes, Mr. W. Hallet 
Phillips, Mr. W. H. Babcock, and Dr. Frank Baker. 

Weston Flint, Secretary. 



SCIENTIFIC NEWS. 



Prof. John S. Newberry, Professor of Geology in Columbia Col- 
lege, New York, died at New Haven, December 7. He was born at Wind- 
sor, Conn., in 1822, and was the descendant of an old and distinguished 
Puritan family. He was graduated from Western Reserve College in 
1846, and from Cleveland Medical College in 1848. After two years' 
travel and study in Europe he established himself as a physician in 
Cleveland. He returned to his scientific studies, which had long been 
in abeyance, in 1855, when he accepted an appointment as acting 
assistant surgeon in the army, and accompanied, as surgeon and geolo- 
gist, the expedition under Lieutenant R. S. Williamson, U. S. A., 
which explored the territory lying between San Francisco and the 
Columbia River. In 1857-58 he was attached, in the same capacity, 
to the expedition under Lieutenant J. C. Ives, U. S. A., which made 
the first exploration of the Colorado River, one of the most important 
of the western territory surveys. Dr. Newberry, in 1859, participated 
in the exploration of the country bordering the upper Colorado and 
San Juan Rivers. During the war of the rebellion Dr. Newberry was 
a member of the United States Sanitary Commission, and directed its 
operations in the Valley of the Mississippi. In 1866 he was appointed 
professor of geology in the School of Mines, Columbia College. In 
1869 he was appointed head of the reorganized Ohio Geological Sur- 
vey, and under his direction the work was vigorously pushed to com- 
pletion. 

Prof. Newberry had probably seen more of the United States from 
a professional point of view than any other of our geologists. He 
will be best known from his work on fossil plants and fossil fishes. 
He was especially conscientious in his comparisons of American with 
European forms of extinct life that came under his observation. Per- 
sonally he was of a rather impetuous temperament, whose strong 
friendships were offset by a spice of irascibility without malice. He 
will be greatly missed from his place in the scientific life of America. 
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Sir Richard Owen died December 18. He was born at Lancaster 
on July 20, 1804. He received bis early education in his native town, 
and at the age of 20 he began a medical course in the University of 
Edinburgh. He completed his studies in London and Paris medical 
schools. 

When 30 years old he was appointed to the chair of comparative 
anatomy at St. Bartholomew's Hospital, and two years later he suc- 
ceeded Sir Charles Bell as Professor of Anatomy and Physiology in 
the College of Surgeons. He held the latter place for twenty years, 
leaving it only to take charge of the Department of Natural History 
in the British Museum. 

He had the Cross of the Legion of Honor, was a Chevalier of the 
Prussian Order of Merit, and was one of the eight foreign associates 
of the French Institute. He was created a commander of the Bath 
in 1873, and subsequently was made K. C. B. Sir Richard Owen was 
the successor of Cuvier as the leader in the progressive advance of the 
science of comparative anatomy. He filled up many of the gaps 
unavoidably left by the great Frenchman, which he was enabled to do 
by the opening up of many parts of the world by British commercial 
and colonial enterprise. His contributions to paleontology are even 
more important, his researches having covered regions that Cuvier 
could not in his day reach. Antarctic paleontology was founded by 
him, for South America, South Africa and Australia yielded their 
treasures to him first of all. Besides being an accurate observer and 
describer he was a good systematist, many of the current terms of 
zoology having originated with him. In generalizations of a higher 
grade he was not active ; the doctrine of evolution having arrived 
rather late to get that attention from him which its earlier advent 
would have secured. 

Owen was a tall and stalwart man of spare habit. He was charac- 
terized by a mental and physical tenacity, which was exhibited in his 
psychic structure in the great difficulty he experienced in changing 
an opinion he had once formed. He was fond of diplomacy, and 
could dissect an adversary crosswise of the grain in the most bland and 
sympathetic manner imaginable. 

Prof. J. T. Rofhrock has resigned from the faculty of the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania, and will occupy the position of Secretary of the 
Forestry Commission of Pennsylvania. 

What is an Acquired Character ? — A Correction. — In the 

December number of The Naturalist, page 1010, occurs about as 
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unfortunate an error in proof-reading as could have been made. The 
sentence " I must confess my inability to see why this variation is not 
qualitative as well," is put in quotation marks, as if it were credited to 
Weismann. The sentence is my own, and would doubtless be indig- 
nantly repudiated by the great apostle of Neo-Darwinism, as it is flatly 
Neo-Lamarckian in fact. 

In explanation I will simply add that I did not read the proof. 
The original manuscript in my possession is correct, although I am 
not positive that the typewritten copy forwarded to The Naturalist 
is not at fault. — C. C. Nutting. 



